ON THE RACK OF SLEEPLESSNESS
Many months later Pompadour was ill. She was tended
through the long night watches by du Hausset, and in the
manner of those whose sad insight is sharpened by the slow
rack of sleeplessness she spoke in a low voice of the friend-
ships she had lost on the way. As if in echo to some interior
reproach, she said: 'And last I think of one whose society
I would have enjoyed; I would have grown old with an
amiable friend of long standing.'

Now came the reign of an infinitely dangerous man, that
Monsieur de Stainville who, as we know, had bought his
favour with Pompadour some time ago, by betraying the
confidences of his cousin Madame de Choiseul and revealing
to Pompadour that she was plotting to become the King's
mistress. This one deed, almost at the outset of his career,
gives the measure of the man. When Bernis5 fall from favour
was being manoeuvred with great subtlety, he was French
ambassador at Vienna. He had been heard to say of Bernis:
'Oh, as for that one, he does not worry me a jot. I could soon
make him lose his reputation with her [Pompadour] if I
wished.5 He secretly left the part of the minister to follow the
ideas of the favourite: he assured his own fortunes in the
future by reviving and flattering the vanquished hopes of
both the Empress and Pompadour. He had been all in favour
of giving Bernis the cardinal's hat. Bernis had been exiled on
November ist. On December 28th Stainville was created
'due de Choiseul et pair de France*.

The following year, 1759, ^e budget was as follows:
Revenues: Two hundred and eighty-five million livres.
Expenditure: Five hundred and three million livres.
Deficit: Two hundred and eighteen million livres.
In addition: One hundred and fifty million livres due to
receivers-general and farmers-general.